Following the Messiah Jesus:
“And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.” Luke 9:23
4 components: Desire  self-denial  cross-bearing  Imitation of Christ
Wish: feel a strong desire or hope for something that is not easily attainable|synonyms: desire, long for, yearn for, crave, hunger 
· Do not have a half-hearted heart toward God! Luke 14 | “Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded” James 4:7 | “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” Matt. 5:8
Denial: the refusal of something requested or desired
· Can be denial of: “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” Gal 5
· Can be denial of self-righteousness  Philippians 3:2-11 – the things that were gain – I counted loss
Cross-bearing: cross was instrument of death – public shame – torture – ‘shame’ bearing Christ’s Name & standard
· Be willing to suffer for Christ and His Kingdom | Luke 14:25-33 | “no longer I who live” Galatians 2:20
Imitation  BE LIKE JESUS CHRIST Follow Me!  | Sanctification: be made or become holy
“Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” 1 John 3:2-3
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:12 
Applying all diligence Faith(pre-existing)Moral excellenceknowledgeself-controlPerseverance GodlinessBrotherly kindnessLove
	Applying
	give one's full attention to a task; work hard

	All
	the greatest possible amount of a quality

	Diligence
	careful and persistent work or effort


1. Faith is the foundation of this: without faith this is all just man’s useless effort
2. in your faith supply moral excellence - behavior showing high moral standards
3. knowledge -theoretical or practical understanding of a subject
4. self-control -the ability to control oneself, in particular one's emotions and desires or the expression of them in one's behavior, especially in difficult situations.
5. perseverance - steadfastness in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving success.
6. godliness -Reverence for God and a life of holiness in the world.
7. brotherly kindness -literally means "the love of brothers."
8. in your brotherly kindness – Love - The supreme measure and example of agape love is God’s love. “God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son” (John 3:16). Love is above all sacrificial. It is sacrifice of self for the sake of others, even for others who may care nothing at all for us and who may even hate us. It is not a feeling but a determined act of will, which always results in determined acts of self–giving. Love is the willing, joyful desire to put the welfare of others above our own. It leaves no place for pride, vanity, arrogance, self–seeking, or self–glory. It is an act of choice we are commanded to exercise even in behalf of our enemies: “I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:44–45). If God so loved us that, even “while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son” (Rom. 5:10; Eph. 2:4–7), how much more should we love those who are our enemies.


"Hunger and thirst for righteousness" & "Pure in heart"


Wish to follow Christ | Commit 100%  (Want enough to be willing to lose all Matt. 13:44)


"Blessed are the poor in spirit" & “Blessed are those who mourn"


Deny himself | Lose sin & possess     (end works-righteousness & sinful life Phil 3:12)


"Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness"


“Blessed are the gentle" & “Blessed are the merciful" & "Blessed are the peacemakers"


Follow Me |Leave comfort & self-seeking (without reservation to become like Christ 2 Ptr 1:5)


Pick  the Cross|let go of relationships & rep.  (Humiliating public and graphic execution Lk 14)


