Galatians 3 (The Holy Spirit’s appeal to trust by use of) ‘Abraham the believer’
Set the stage: People were coming from Jerusalem posing as ‘super-apostles’. They were declaring that salvation was begun by faith but perfected by adherence to the ceremonial and Law and anyone without that could not be saved. Paul rebukes this DAMNING heresy in the strongest terms. Col 3
ROOT CAUSE: Heresy stems from desire to not lose your life (Reputation, Relationships, Possessions [self-righteousness])
· According to 6:11 the purpose was they did not want to suffer persecution. 
· Jesus says: “How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?” John 5:44 – ALSO John 12:42-43 seek approval from man not God. 
· Christ says: “So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.” Luke 14:25-33 AND Philippians 3:7-11 & Matt 16:25 & Luke 9:24 & Mark 8:35 & Matthew 13:44-45
· Application: What are we seeking approval from man rather than God on? My intellect, reputation forefiet
The Miniature Legal case: ‘How did you receive the Spirit?’
The Holy Spirit uses Paul to make an almost unopposable Legal argument: leading to undebatable conclusion
· Genesis 12:3: God promises to bless all nations through Abraham [450 years before Moses and the Law]
· Genesis 15:6: Abraham believed in God – and God accounted Him righteous – Faith and justification came before circumcision in Genesis 17 (an outward sign that indicated spiritual reality had occurred – like baptism now – baptism and circumcision always refer to REGENERATION Galatians 6:11-15 [v.26])
· Deuteronomy 27:26 offers ONLY judgement to imperfection [Ezekiel 18:4] 
· Habakkuk under Law says by the Spirit: “but the righteous shall live by his faith” Habakkuk 2:4 (WHILE the Law was in effect ~600 B.C)
· Leviticus 18:5 and Ezekiel 20:11 said that the Law could justify someone – make them alive ONLY if they could perform it ALL PERFECTLY
· Deuteronomy 21:23 ‘a hanged man is cursed by God’ BUT Christ was hung on a tree – bearing our curse LET’s GO BACK UP TO GALATIANS 3:1 where we started: ‘Before your very eyes Yeshua the Messiah was clearly portrayed as having been put to death as a criminal’ Gal 3:1 (CJB)
· Conclusion: The Law had no place to give the Spirit – Christ by bearing the curse of the Law opened the ‘Blessing’ promised to Abraham 400 years before the Law. The Blessing is Salvation through Messiah and The Holy Spirit. 
· Verse 26 we are ‘sons of God’ – unreal!
· Verse 29 we are ‘sons of Abraham’ Sonship and adoption are already ours by faith in Messiah – not by ceremonial requirements!
WHAT is The Holy Spirit Saying? Faith saves – Law highlights sin – use Highlighter example 
· Faith in Dictionary: ‘complete trust or confidence in someone or something’
· Faith in Hebrews: ‘faith means putting our full confidence in the things we hope for, it means being certain of things we cannot see’ {JB Phillips} “Trusting is being confident of what we hope for, convinced about things we do not see”(CJB)
· Law underlines, highlights, exposes sin: turn to Jesus’ exposition on the LAW
· Matt. 5:21-26 says hatred (Ex. 20) is murder in God’s eyes (Leviticus 19:18)
· Matt 5:27-30 says lust is ‘adultery’ (Ex. 20)
· Luke 10:25–37 shows what ‘loving your neighbor as yourself’ means
· LAW HIGHLIGHTS SIN!!! – (use highlighter example: does highlighter create words? No it defines the borders of the words, brings to attention and emphasizes importance)
“Then he believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.” Genesis 15:6
Reckoned: conclude after calculation | Syn: be convinced, be of opinion, believe, consider ACCOUNTED [Isaiah 61:10]
Galatians 6:11-15: Circumcision and uncircumcision avail nothing – but a NEW CREATION [Phil 3:3]

Timeline and Example:

SALVATION WAS BY FAITH – GRACE – NOAH – ABRAHAM – MOSES – HABAKKUK – MESSIAH
(I.e. before the Law, during the Law, and after the Law Salvation was by grace through faith)
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Example of someone trying to sell you something you were a better expert on and they were wrong

”Let me give you an everyday illustration, my brothers. Once a contract has been properly drawn up and signed, it is honoured by both parties, and can neither be disregarded nor modified by a third party.
16-18 Now a promise was made to Abraham and to his seed. (Note in passing that the scripture says not “and to seeds” but uses the singular ‘and to your seed’, meaning Christ.) I say then that the Law, which came into existence four hundred and thirty years later, cannot render null and void the original “contract” which God had made, and thus rob the promise of its value. For if the receiving of the promised blessing were now made to depend on the Law, that would amount to a cancellation of the original “contract” which God made with Abraham as a promise.
19-20 Where then lies the point of the Law? It was an addition made to underline the existence and extent of sin until the arrival of the “seed” to whom the promise referred. The Law was inaugurated in the presence of angels and by the hand of a human intermediary. The very fact that there was an intermediary is enough to show that this was not the fulfilling of the promise. For the promise of God needs neither angelic witness nor human intermediary but depends on him alone.” JB Phillips

Or, to change the metaphor, the Law was like a strict governess in charge of us until we went to the school of Christ and learned to be justified by faith in him. Once we had that faith we were completely free from the governess’s authority.

“In Christ, you were circumcised, not by any physical act, but by being set free from the sins of the flesh by virtue of Christ’s circumcision. You, so to speak, shared in that, just as in baptism you shared in his death, and in him are sharing the miracle of rising again to new life—and all this because you have faith in the tremendous power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. You, who were spiritually dead because of your sins and your uncircumcision (i.e. the fact that you were outside the Law), God has now made to share in the very life of Christ! He has forgiven you all your sins: Christ has utterly wiped out the damning evidence of broken laws and commandments which always hung over our heads, and has completely annulled it by nailing it over his own head on the cross. And then having drawn the sting of all the powers ranged against us, he exposed them, shattered, empty and defeated, in his final glorious triumphant act!”
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